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SUB J : STRIKE HITS AMERICAN FIRM 

1. UNION IN ORAN STRIKING WESTERN GEOPHYSICAL COMPANY, U.S. 
SEISMIC SURVEY FIRM HERE ON CONTRACT WITH SONATRACH, OVER 
ALLEGED ANTI-ALGERIAN STATEMENTS AND ALLEGED MISTREATMENT 
OF WORKERS BY DUTCH PERSONNEL CHIEF. UNION DEMANDING THAT 
DUTCHMAN BE EXPELLED AND CRITICIZING AMERICAN SUPERVISOR 
FOR NOT DOING IT. DUTCHMAN DETAINED BY POLICE FOR QUESTIONING 
SINCE 23 AUGUST AND ONE AMERICAN AND ONE CANADIAN CALLED IN 
BY POLICE 25 AUGUST FOR QUESTIONING. US CONSUL COLBERT 

AND WESTERN GEOPHYSICAL VICE PRESIDENT, WHO ARRIVED IN 
ORAN LAST NIGHT, IN CONTACT WITH POLICE ON AMERICAN. 

2. ON APPARENT PRINCIPLE OF USING ANY STICK TO BEAT A DOG, 

ORAN DAILY LA REPUBLIQUE ACCUSING DUTCHMAN OF BENEFITING 
FROM "OCCULT PROTECTION" AND NOTED THAT HIS METHODS "BRING TO 
MIND METHODS OF THE CIA." LA REPUBLIQUE ALSO REPORTS THAT 
DUTCHMAN INVOLVED RECENTLY MADE A "MYSTERIOUS VOYAGE" OF 
FIVE DAYS TO RABAT IN AMERICAN CONSULATE CAR. (DUTCHMAN 

AND HIS WIFE CLOSE FRIENDS OF COLBERTS AND THE COUPLE DID 
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RECENTLY ACCOMPANY MRS. COLBERT ON PERSONAL TRIP TO RABAT.) 
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3. WHAT LIES BEHIND CAMPAIGN UNCERTAIN. SIMMERING STRIKES 
BECOMING INCREASING PART OF ALGERIAN SCENE; SAME UNION 
STRUCK WESTERN GEOPHYSICAL IN MAY FOR BETTER WORKING CONDI- 
TIONS. SOME OBSERVERS BELIEVE THEY REFLECT REGIME'S 
INTENTION TO PROCEED TO FURTHER NATIONALIZATIONS OF PRIVATE 
SECTOR. OTHERS BELIEVE THEY REFLECT LATENT POPULAR DISCONTENT 
WHICH CURRENT ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES INCREASINGLY SURFACING 
AND WHICH REGIME NOT YET RESOLVED TO REPRESS; IF LATTER 
THESIS IS TRUE, THERE STILL NO INDICATION SUCH DISCONTENT 
YET COHERENT OR ORGANIZED. 
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